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Category | Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Presentation | Poster Poster 25.0
Test Practical Practical assessment 25.0
Exam Exam Examination 50.0 1.00
Aims

To provide an introduction to the use of geological materials in forensic science.

Learning Outcomes
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After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Distinguish between earth materials used in forensic investigations.
2 Describe the principles of evidence collection and analysis in criminal investigations.
3 Explain how forensic geology has contributed to criminal investigation.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Group poster 2
Practical assessment 1
Exam 3

Outline Syllabus

Origin and distribution of earth materials: rocks; minerals; palynology and soils.
Using earth materials as evidence. Collection and examination methods. Forensic
geology case studies: gem and art fraud; robbery; murder; theft; substitution cases,
diatoms and drowning.

Learning Activities

Lectures, practicals, case studies, problem-based learning.

References
Course Material | Book
Author Murray, R.C.
Publishing Year | 2004
Title Evidence from the Earth
Subtitle Forensic geology & criminal investigation
Edition
Publisher Mountain Press Publishing Company
ISBN 0878424989
Notes

This module provides an introduction to the use of earth materials in forensic
investigation.

Page 2 of 2



