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Assessment Details

Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Portfolio AS1 Portfolio (50% quantitative, 50% 100.0
qualitative).
Aims

1. To introduce and develop skills of data representation and analysis.

2. To explore theories of knowledge representation for social scientists and
Criminologists.

3. To introduce students to web-based sources of data and information.

Learning Outcomes

Page 1 of 4



After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Effectively apply skills of retrieval and analysis in making sense of social and
criminological dat (Aim 1).

Apply a critical approach to the origins of social and criminological data (Aim 2).
Use, analyse and critical assess e-data sources (Aims 1 and 3).

Transform data into information (Aims 1 and 3).

Examine the methodological issues involved in doing research (Aim 2).
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Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Portfolio 1 2 3 4 5

Outline Syllabus

What is knowledge?/theories of knowledge.

Introduction to enquiry based learning.

Decision making in a knowledge society.

Internet searches, and other e-data sources, SPSS.

Basic qualitative methods (e.g. interviews, focus groups and methodological
approaches).

Basic quantitative methods (e.g. scales, percentages, central tendency).
Integrative approaches: blending qualitative and quantitative methods.

Learning Activities

Lectures, hands-on computer-based workshops, Blackboard based learning
activities, in-class workshops/exercises.
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Notes

This module introduces social science students to the idea that to understand the
social world and make effective decisions, data needs to be transformed into
information and knowledge. Within this context, the module develops two themes (1)
awareness raising of the methodological issues involved when implementing
methods of qualitative data collection (2) basic techniques of quantitative data
analysis. The whole module is allied to the use of the Internet for searching official
statistics web-sites and other e-sources of data. Students will also develop software
skills of an analytical and presentational nature.
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