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Aims

1. To introduce to students a range of methods used in criminological research.
2. To indicate the various strengths and weaknesses of these methods, and the
types of research questions for which some are more/less feasible.
3. To impress upon students the ‘real world' of criminological research through the
use of case studies based upon researchers’ and practitioners' own experiences.

4. To emphasise the politicised nature of criminological research.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Recognise a variety of criminological research methods.

2 Understand some of the key strengths and weaknesses of a variety of criminological
research methods.

3 Identify the various ways in which 'real world' research proceeds.

4 Demonstrate skills of understanding and communication through preparation for and
oral presentation of group assignment.

5 Identify the key mechanisms of criminological knowledge production.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Group Presentation. 1 4 5
Outline of Group 2 3
Presentation

Outline Syllabus

Criminological Research: theory, policy, practice.
Quantitative Methods in Criminological Research.
Qualitative Methods in Criminological Research.

Case Studies in Quantitative in Criminological Research.
The Politics of Criminological Research.

Learning Activities

Lectures, note-taking, participatory workshops, preparation for group presentation.
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Notes

The module introduces a range of methods used in criminological research, their
strengths, weaknesses and various applicabiligy, focusing upon these both 'in the
books' and in the real worlds of researchers' and practitioners' own experiences.
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