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Aims

To explore and trace the historical development of the concept of childhood.

To examine the relationships between the historic perspectives of childhood and
those of the contemporary world.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Understand the historical, social, cultural, political and economic influences, which
impinge on and contribute to our understanding of the concept of childhood.
Examine the factors that contribute to the social construction of childhood.

Reflect upon contemporary representations of childhood and the realities of
children's lives, both nationally and within a global context.

2
3

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

written assignment 1 2 3

Outline Syllabus

Definitions of childhood, history of childhood, sociology of childhood, introduction to
the history and development of the concept of youth, social, cultural, political and
economic influences on the constructions and re-constructions of childhood
nationally and globally, children's role in constructing their own childhood, childhood
as a global concept.

Learning Activities

Combination of Lectures, Small group Tutorials, Visits and Private Study. All
lectures are interactive throughout, including one-to-one discussions, small group
discussions, question and answer sessions, DVD and Powerpoint facilitated
exploration sessions e.g cultural aspects of childhood in a developing country.
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Notes

This module will introduce students to the different and varied worlds of children and
young people. They will be encouraged to explore and examine within these worlds

the realities of children's lives, both nationally and globally.
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