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Aims

To introduce the key institutions and processes of the European Union.

To provide an overview of the development of the EC/EU since 1958.

To consider contemporary issues and challenges.

Learning Outcomes
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After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Describe the functions and operation of the principal EU institutions.

2 Use the concepts of 'deepening' and 'widening' to examine key events and issues
affecting the development of the EU.

3 Identify and discuss major contemporary issues and assess their significance for the

future of the EU.
Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

EXAM 1 2

Essay 3

Outline Syllabus

Overview: developments since 1958.

Widening the EU: the four phases of enlargement. Prospects for further
enlargement.

Deepening the EU: policy integration from the Customs Union to the European
Security and Defence Policy.

EU institutions and decision-making processes.

The status of EU law and the issue of sovereignty.

Learning Activities

Lectures, seminars, tutorials to support coursework preparation.
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Notes

Utilising the concepts of deepening and widening, the module provides an

introduction to the institutions and policy processes of the EU. There is an emphasis
upon contemporary issues and events.
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