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Delivered 
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Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 1

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 12.000
Seminar 24.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 Summary (250 words) 10.0 0.00
 Essay AS2 CD review (250 words) 10.0 0.00
 Presentation AS3 Presentation (5 mins = 500 

words)
20.0 0.00

 Essay AS4 Essay (1000 words) 30.0 0.00
 Test AS5 In-class test (500 words) 30.0 0.00

Aims

The aim of this module is to introduce students to a selection of world music cultures,
while at the same time to equip students with the necessary intellectual tools and 
transferable skills for studying the various aspects of music in its cultural context. To 
this end, the module will develop students' ability to evaluate and analyse aspects of 
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world music traditions. 

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Demonstrate knowledge and appreciation of the diverse forms of musical 
expression found in different parts of the globe.

 2 Demonstrate an understanding of the importance and relevance of considering 
music and music-making in relation to its cultural context.

 3 Show that they have acquired the intellectual perspectives which will allow them to 
analyse and evaluate aspects of world music traditions in an informed and useful 
manner.

 4 Demonstrate a range of study and transferable skills, including time management; 
effective reading; note-taking; essay writing; referencing; exam revision.

 5 Present work in writing (portfolio) and orally (presentation) while communicating 
ideas effectively.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 ESSAY 2
  

4
  

5
  

 ESSAY 2
  

4
  

5
  

 PRESENTATION 3
  

4
  

5
  

 ESSAY 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

 TEST 1
  

4
  

5
  

Outline Syllabus

Week  Session
1 Course introduction: 'world music' or 'music cultures of the world'?
Developing study and transferable skills
2 Tradition and transformation in the music of Africa Note-taking techniques
3 Diverse musics in Latin America
Note-taking and summarise from audio-visual media
4 European 'world musics' Writing a video/CD review
5 Musics in the Middle East Preparing an oral presentation
6 In-class individual presentations
7 Principles of Indian music in Bollywood film Planning and writing a music essay
8 Music and theatre in Java Effective reading and referencing
9 Music and censorship in South Africa
Preparing for an examination
10 Music and religion: Who are the Whirling Dervishes? Coping with examination 
stress
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11 In-class test

Learning Activities

The module will be delivered by a combination of lectures and seminars. Lectures 
will provide students with the underpinning theoretical knowledge and understanding 
about subject-specific issues and academic skills. Seminars will enable students to 
apply theoretical knowledge that involves problem-solving through tutor-led 
discussion and debate. Students will be actively encouraged to develop skills and 
knowledge progressively, and seminars will facilitate gradual development of key 
academic skills, including communication and interpersonal skills. Students' learning 
will be supported through using the Virtual Learning Environment Blackboard, which 
serves as a resource bank for module materials, and as a platform for student-
student and student-tutor online interaction (with its inbuilt communication tools, 
including email and discussion board). Students will also engage in self-directed 
study to acquire knowledge and skills independently and autonomously, whilst taking
own responsibility for the quantity and quality of their learning.
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Notes

The rise of 'world music' in recent years has opened our ears to the enormous 
diversity of sounds produced by the world's peoples.  This module offers a broad 
introduction to the various forms of musical expression found across the globe, with 
special case studies focusing on a selection of genres or styles. Students will be 
introduced to an ethnomusicological approach to the study of traditional and popular 
musics, examining the part played by music in its cultural context and exploring the 
types of questions commonly asked by ethnomusicologists. The module will also 
cover study and transferable skills necessary to succeed in higher education. To this 
end, the module will enable students to present work in writing and orally to form a 
portfolio of several shorter pieces of work.  


