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Aims

1. To introduce to students a range of methods used in criminological research.

2. To indicate the various strengths and weaknesses of these methods, and the
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types of research questions for which some are more/less feasible.

3. To introduce students to the relationship between research, policy and practice
through the use of case studies based upon researchers' and practitioners' own
experiences.

4. To emphasise the politicised nature of criminological research alongside ethical
and methodological challenges.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Recognise a variety of both qualitative and quantitative criminological research
methods.

2 Engage with the literature pertaining to the key strengths and weaknesses of
different research methods.

3 Identify how research is mobilised to legitimate and inform criminological
knowledge production and criminal justice policy through a variety of real world
examples.

4 Demonstrate an understanding of the political, ethical and methodological

dilemmas which criminological research poses.
Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

1 hr exam 1 2 3
1,000 word outline 1 2 4
Group Presentation 1 2 4

Outline Syllabus

Quantitative Methods in Criminological Research.

Qualitative Methods in Criminological Research.

Criminological Research: Theory, policy, practice.

The Realities of Doing Research on Crime and Justice Using Real World Examples.
The Politics and Ethics of Criminological Research.

Learning Activities

Lectures, note-taking, participatory reading and workshops, preparation for group
presentation and exam.
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Notes

The module introduces a range of methods used in criminological research. It
explores their strengths, weaknesses and various applicability, focusing upon these
both 'in the books' and in the real world examples of criminological research. Further,
the module examines how these are employed to legitimate and inform theory, policy
and practice.
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