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Delivery Options
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Component Contact Hours
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Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Test AS1 20.0 0.00
 Essay AS2 30.0 0.00
 Portfolio AS3 50.0 0.00

Aims

To promote an understanding of non-British popular music through the analysis of 
texts, technology and audiences.
To draw upon popular texts for a study of aesthetics, constructions of meaning, and 
the consumption of music.
To introduce students to a selection of world music cultures, and equip them with the
necessary intellectual tools and transferable skills for studying the various aspects of
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music in its cultural context. 
To develop students' ability to evaluate and analyse aspects of world music 
traditions.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 1. To identify key technological and musicological terminology.
 2 2. To explain how popular music is linked to shifts in patterns of consumption and 

the construction of meaning.
 3 3. To demonstrate knowledge and appreciation of the diversity of forms of musical 

expression found in different parts of the globe.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Class Test 1
  

 Essay 2
  

 Portfolio 3
  

Outline Syllabus

Popular music criticisms; Genre and music; Grain, texture, meaning and authenticity;
Gender and Sexuality; Impact of technology; Popular Music Video and Performance
World music/world beat; Music culture; Tradition and transformation in Afropop, 
samba, flamenco, filmi music, etc.

Learning Activities

Lectures; seminar discussions; screenings and listening exercises; portfolio writing.
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Notes

This module introduces students to popular music around the world, opening with 
specific focus on Western pop and rock in relation to the concepts of popular music 
criticism, genre, grain, texture and meaning. The impact of technology is examined, 
especially in relation to pop video and performance. Subsequently, the module 
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introduces students to popular music found across the globe by adopting an 
ethnomusicological approach to the study of traditional and popular musics, 
examining the part played by music in its cultural context and exploring the types of 
questions commonly asked by ethnomusicologists.


