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This Module is designed to explore music theory and compositional techniques.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

Identify and describe the elements of a piece of music. A3

Apply knowledge of music notation and basic harmonic structures. A4

Apply rhythmic awareness in a percussion performance. A5

Identify a variety of popular musical styles and the specific techniques used in their
performance, compaosition and arrangement. A6

Transcribe a musical composition to the stave, incorporating use of correct key and
time signatures and instrumentation. C5

6 Compose music in different genres. C6
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Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Written electronic 1 2 5
score

EXAM 2
Percussion 3
Performance

2000 words 4

3 Compositions 6

Outline Syllabus

A series of lectures will focus on score reading and writing, an awareness of
appropriate clefs and their uses, note names and note values and rests, key
signatures and uses of flats sharps and naturals.

There will be an introduction to circle of fifths, and an understanding of intervals and
harmonic structure.

Learners will listen to, and analyse a variety of compositions and describe them
using appropriate musical vocabulary.

Practical work in the first semester will focus on scoring a piece of music (4 parts).
All arrangements will be worked out part by part and can incorporate music scoring
programs such as Cubase to help produce a score. The tutor will facilitate the
interpretation of different elements of the composition to aid the scoring process and
to help learners transcribe these individual parts appropriately.

Learners will develop percussion skills and perform as part of a percussion workshop
to develop individual rhythm awareness and a sense of working as a realistic musical
ensemble.

Practical work in the second semester will focus on composing three pieces of music
in different genres as part of composition portfolio.
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Learning Activities

Lectures, workshops, video-presentations, academic tutorials and practical work will
be used for the delivery of the Module.
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Notes

The first part of the Module will explore basic music theory and notation and will
develop listening skills, aural awareness and compositional skills. The Module will
also incorporate workshops that develop rhythmic awareness and includes a group
percussion performance. In the second part of the Module different genre
characteristics will be explored, including analysis of structure, stylistic elements and
other genre-specific compositional characteristics. This analysis will then inform the
individual compositional work of the students.
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