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Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Practice CONTINUOU
S

Coursework - Continual 
assessement

80.0 1.00

 Presentation PRESENT Coursework - Presentation 20.0 1.00

Aims

The module aims to provide students with an understanding of the fundamental 
processes of acting.  

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Utilise improvisation and theatre games in a rehearsal context.
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 2 Demonstrate an understanding through application in scene work of the notion of 
Tasks, Motivations, Obstacles and Tactics as the basis of building a credible actingf 
performance.

 3 Demonstarte an understanding of the first stages of scene analysis from an actors 
point of view using the character's Given Circumstances.

 4 Understand and apply the notions of ensemble and complicity in both a rehearsal 
and performance context.

 5 Demonstrate effective skills in communicating with an audience.
 6 Demonstrate an improved awareness of physical and vocal habits (strengths and 

limitations) in the expressive range of the individual student.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 CONTINUOUS 
ASSESSMENT

1
  

2
  

4
  

5
  

6
  

 PRESENTATION 2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

Outline Syllabus

Through practical workshops and self-directed rehearsal, students explore the idea 
of 'action' as a key focus in developing credible acting for an audience.  Students will
examine both individual and ensemble aspects of acting.  Initial work will cover 
concentration and focus, observation, sense memory, spontaneity and play leading 
to exploration via short improvisations.

The module encourages students to build a process as an actor that will eliminate 
self-consciousness in performance and create a psychologically believable reality for
an audience.  Whilst not adopting any set orthodoxy, the work is rooted in the ideas 
of Stanislavski as they have been developed throughout the 20th century as a basis 
for actor training.
A final exercise requires students to rehearse short duologues outside class time 
and present them in an assessed showing.

Learning Activities

The module takes the form of a series of tutor directed practical workshop classes, 
where students are encouraged to experience acting as a physical process rather 
than a self-consciously intellectual one in the first instance.  This encourages 
students to develop an approach to acting, which stresses living in-the-moment 
rather than pre-planning and controlling.  As such theatre games are used as a 
means of re-engaging with significant elements of play - i.e. playing to win, 
spontaneity, creativity and living in an imagined world.

Class work may focus upon ensemble work with the whole class, or individual work 
on scenes with a small number of particpants.  Students are expected to give their 
full attention at all times, whether or not they are the focus of the work at the 
moment.  Students will learn as much in the observing, as they will in the doing.  In 
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the latter half of the term, students are expected to undertake self-directed rehearsal 
outside class-time leading to an assessed scene showing at the end of the course.
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Notes

For modules with multiple assessments students must pass all individual elements, 
as detailed in the Principles and Procedures for Higher Education A2.3.4.


