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Aims

To introduce students to a range of key sociological and psychological concepts and
theoretical perspectives necessary to understand the distinctive origin and nature of
both academic disciplines.

Learning Outcomes
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After completing the module the student should be able to:

LO1 Demonstrate an ability to identify key theoretical and conceptual approaches used
by sociologists and psychologists within their respective academic disciplines.

LO2 Outline and discuss the contribution and limitation of at least one sociological theory
or perspective to a certain sociological debate

LO3 Evaluate the methods and findings of key areas of psychology and show an ability
to understand areas of psychology in relation to each other.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Seen exam LO LO LO
1 2 3

Outline Syllabus

Sociological Perspectives:

The first part of this module introduces the student to a range of key areas within
sociology, such as the work and contributions of Marx, Durkheim and Weber. The
module will explore some of the debates and controversies such as the 'sociology as
science' debate.

Psychological Perspectives

The second part of the module provides an overview of the major theoretical
foundations of psychology. Students are encouraged to think critically about the
aims and methods applied by psychologists throughout their attempts to explain
individual behaviour including risk taking and responses to peer pressure.

Learning Activities

Lectures, group and class discussion, multi-media, independent study and student
seminars.
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Notes

This module will be divided into two sections: Sociological Perspectives &
Psychological Perspectives and serves as an introductory module to outline a variety
of sociological and psychological theories and conceptual frameworks that will be
referred to in other parts of the course. Regular tutorials will provide opportunities for
informal formative assessment to support student learning and discuss their overall
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progress.
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