
Page 1 of 3

Liverpool John Moores University 

Title: Being Politically Engaged

Status: Definitive
Code: 4504BICIRP    (129666)
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Owning School/Faculty: Humanities and Social Science
Teaching School/Faculty: Beaconhouse Group

Team Leader
 Matthew Hill Y

Academic
Level: FHEQ4

Credit 
Value: 20

Total 
Delivered 
Hours:

46

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

200
Private 
Study: 154

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 2

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 11
Online 2
Tutorial 11
Workshop 22

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Future 
Focus e-
learning task

AS1 Self-Awareness Statement 10 0

 Essay AS2 3,500 word critical reflective 
essay

90 0

Aims

1.	To familiarise students with the nature and significance of political activism, 
including its role in raising political awareness and calling for change in society. 
2.	To illustrate different forms that conscious citizens may participate in political 
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activities. 
3.	To critically examine relationships between political activism and the state, and to 
have an overall understanding about possible political space under different types of 
authorities. 
4.	To reflect on the roles and responsibilities of individuals to the development of 
their community and society at the domestic and international levels.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Discuss how political activism can affect society at both the domestic and 
international levels.

 2 Identify ways that individuals raise political issues to draw public attention.
 3 Display knowledge on the limits and boundaries of different forms of political 

activism.
 4 Identify and reflect upon personal political development and how to be actively 

involved in politics.
 5 Identify and reflect upon the following aspects of self-awareness in respect of 

personal development and career planning: strengths and weaknesses, 
motivations and values, ability to work with others

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Self-Awareness 
Statement

5

3,500 word essay 1 2 3 4 5

Outline Syllabus

Topics to be covered may include:
•	Understanding your political voice
•	The options available to you for activism
•	Confronting violence in activism – terrorists and freedom fighters
•	Forensic Architecture – how to critique state-sponsored violence
•	Working for government – FCO, DfID etc.
•	What does a Global Citizen do in their spare time?
•	Working for a Think Tank
•	Working in the field 
•	Working at a multinational institution

Learning Activities

Lectures will provide insight into what political activism as a field of study and 
practice is, these sessions will run alongside workshops from practitioners that will 
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demonstrate how people are engaged in political activism in the contemporary era.

Notes

By providing you with an understanding on how you can engage with the world, this 
module helps encourage your political development. It is not the purpose of the 
module to tell you what to believe in but it is responsible for showing you how you 
can advocate your political positions. This module brings in activists, experts and 
scholars to discuss how they are involved in politics in order to give you a grounding 
of the different ways in which you can engage with your own politics. A skills specific 
session will be incorporated in this module.


