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Aims and Outcomes

Aims
The module has three aims• To provide the student with a history of popular music and the 
nature and style of music from particular eras and genres • To provide the student with an 
understanding of the creative and structural elements of the pop song.• To provide the student 
with the opportunity to explore, through practice, the differing approaches to music 
performance

After completing the module the student should be able to:

Learning Outcomes

Code Number Description

MLO1 1 Describe and demonstrate, through case studies, an understanding of the relationship between 
popular music forms, structures and performance styles and the period(s) in which they were 
created and performed 

MLO2 2 Describe and demonstrate an understanding of the traditional form and structure of the popular 
music song 

MLO3 3 Describe and demonstrate the recognition, through performance, of the differing dynamics and 
stylistic qualities of the popular song from different historical periods 

Module Content

Outline Syllabus
This module is both theoretical and practical.Theory / HistoryWithin this part of the module the 
student will explore the development of the popular song from the turn of the 19th/20th 
Century. The focus of the studies will be two foldFirstly the module will explore the changing 
relationship between the popular song and the period in which it developed. (dominant culture,
counter-culture, sub-culture).Secondly the module will explore the form and structure of the 
popular song and how this has developed up to the contemporary period PerformanceBuilding 
on from the student´s historical / theoretical studies students will be supported in exploring the 
differing stylistic and dynamic performance characteristic of popular music forms from history.

Module Overview

Additional Information
The module provides students with an overview of the history of pop music, structural 
elements of pop songs and differing approaches to pop performance. Assessment is via an 
essay and a performance project.

Assessments

Assignment Category Assessment Name Weight Exam/Test Length (hours) Module Learning 
Outcome Mapping

Essay Essay 50 0 MLO1, MLO2

Practice Performance Project 50 0 MLO3
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