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1. To enable students to develop sound knowledge and understanding of theoretical
perspectives on the developing child and young person, recognising the strengths
and limitations of different approaches.

2. To explore ways in which developmental theory and research may be applied to
enhance students understanding of the developing child in context.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Recognise a range of theoretical perspectives which attempt to explain the
development of children and young people.

2 Recognise strengths and limitations in key theoretical approaches.

3 Identify theory to enhance their understanding of the ways in which children and
young people progress regarding inter-related domains of development.

4 Explore ways in which developmental theory and research contributes to the

understanding , influences and decisions made by parents, practitioners, service-
providers and policy-makers who impact upon the lives of children and young
people.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Written Summary 1 2 3 4

EXAM 1 3 4

Outline Syllabus

Introduction to Developmental Psychology as a discipline.

Early beginnings ; maturationist approaches and the developmental tasks of infancy.
Growth and physical development.

The child and young person as thinker and learner ; cognitive and contextual
approaches.

Language and imagination.

Play and culture and media.

Creativity and achievement.

Personality and identity.

Children and families; attachment ; group day care ; separation and divorce.
Social and emotional development.

Peers,frienships and community.

Moral Development, participation and citizenship.

Child Development in a policy context.

Cross- cultural perspectives on the developing child and young person.

Learning Activities
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Students will engage in a range of activities whilst in university ; lectures ; seminars;
small group activities ; literature searching and web-based activities, and tutorials in
order to develop their knowledge base and progress their learning. In the later
sessions students will be encouraged to relate their theoretical learning to their work-
based experience whilst undertaking placements on the programme. Case studies
will be encouraged to reflect upon their observations of children and young people in
the real world context.
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Notes

This module will introduce students to key themes and theoretical approaches in
Developmental Psychology. This will be applied to enable them to understand some
of the relationships between different domains of development as well as enhancing
their understanding of the developing child and young person in context.Students will
be encouraged to apply their theoretical learning to their own real-life observations
and experience of working with children and young people in context. It will support
the early development of some of the Core Knowledge and Skills for the Children's
Workforce including Effective Communication and Engagement ; Understanding
Child and Young Person Development and Supporting Transitions. The module will
also relate to the promotion of Every Child Matters Outcomes , for example Being
Healthy ; Enjoying and Achieveing and Making a Positive Contribution.
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