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Aims

To introduce the idea of the Sublime.

To explore some manifestations of the cultural ferment of the late 18th and early
19th centuries, and literary responses.

To explore 19th century counter-cultures and their literary expression.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Identify the main features of the Sublime and its relation to Romanticism.
2 Discuss some manifestations of 'The Quest for the Sublime' in cultural movements

of the 18th and early 19th centuries, including science, religion, psychology and/or

politics.

Consider literary responses to these movements.

Discuss some 19th century counter-cultures, including Bohemia, Aestheticism,
Decadence, Spiritualism, the emergence of new sexual subcultures, and their
relationship with 'The Quest for the Sublime'.

5 Consider literary expressions of 19th century Sublime counter-culture.

AW

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Group Presentation 1 2 3

1500 Word Essay 4 5

Outline Syllabus

Romanticism & The Sublime — Burke: the Sublime & the Beautiful; Kant

Ferment in late 18th & early 19th centuries

science and electricity; Mesmer and 'magnetism’; mystical movements & the
‘'uncanny'; political upheaval — the French Revolution and reactions

Politics of Paradise - the Shelleys & their circle

Apres le Deluge — Bohemia & Romanticism in Paris Decadence; Aestheticism;
Symbolism;the Occult

Alternative sexualities — fantasising femmes fatales - constructions of homosexuality

The psychic, psychological and uncanny in late 19th century - somnambulism;
Spiritualism; psychic research & Theosophy

Learning Activities
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Lectures, seminars, student presentations, tutorials, group discussions, video

presentations.
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Notes

This module examines 'Sublime’ culture emerging from Romanticism in the 18th and
19th centuries. The cultural ferment of the 18th century is explored - including
excitement over the discovery of electricity; Mesmerism; new mystical movements;
fascination for the 'uncanny' (hauntings, vampires etc.); revolution and reaction; and

literary responses, particularly those of the Shelleys and their circle.

The development and literary expression of 19th century sublime counter-cultures
are then considered, including Parisian Bohemia, Decadence, Aestheticism,
Symbolism, Occultism, Spiritualism, Psychic Research, and the construction of

alternative sexual identities and orientations.
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