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Academic
Level: FHEQ4

Credit 
Value: 24.00

Total 
Delivered 
Hours:

90.00

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

240
Private 
Study: 150

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Standard Year Long

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 40.000
Off Site 6.000
Seminar 40.000
Tutorial 4.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Presentation AS1 One 10-12 minute presentation 
and supporting notes on a 
gallery visit or work of a selected
artist from before WW2. (Weeks 
9-11)

20.0 0.00

 Essay AS3 One 2000 word essay on a 
selected artist or writer, their 
work, and their significance 
today. (Week 28)

60.0 0.00

 Presentation AS2 One 12 minute presentation and
supporting notes on a modernist
literary text or film. (Weeks 19-
21)

20.0 0.00
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Aims

To examine the effect of social, technological, economic, political and ideological 
changes on art in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
To gain an understanding of the emergence of 'modern art' from the 1860s to the 
anti-Modern backlash of Nazism and Stalinism in the 1930s. 
To examine the impact of early 20th century political turbulence on other art forms – 
including literature. 
To explore how the structure of 'languages' are affected by upheaval.
To trace the development of modern art from the 1940s to the present in its cultural 
context.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Identify the ways that social, technological, economic, political and ideological 
changes impacted on the arts during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries.

 2 Trace the sequence of war, revolution and the implementation of new political 
ideologies and their effect on the arts during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries.

 3 Account for the emergence of 'high modernist' literature in its cultural and political 
context.

 4 Evaluate the theme of fragmentation in the analysis of a literary text or texts of 
choice.

 5 Discuss post-war art movements works in their cultural and political context.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 10-12 Minute 
presentation

1
  

2
  

 2000 Word essay 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

 12 Minute presentation 3
  

4
  

Outline Syllabus

Students will be introduced to foundations of modern art in a context of 
technological, economic, political and ideological upheaval, looking at, among other 
movements, Impressionism,  Post-Impressionism, Symbolism, Cubism, 
Expressionism, Fauvism and Futurism, through the impact of the First World War, 
Dada, Weimar art and Surrealism, to the clamp down on modernist art by Hitler and 
Stalin in the 1930s.  

Students will then look at a selection of literary texts from 1918 to the 1930s in a 
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context of the traumatic events that overshadowed the beginning of the twentieth 
century, exploring the fragmentation of poetry, drama and prose in relation to other 
art forms of the period. We look at how this disturbance led to a re-configuration of 
structure, tone and content in the arts, whose impact has lasted for the next fifty 
years.

Finally, we shall look at the post-World War two context, focusing on art movements 
like Abstract Expressionism, Pop art, Conceptualism and Brit Art in the context of 
recent social and political history, including the Cold War, the 'Sixties', the rise of the 
New Right, the fall of Communism, globalization and the conflicts of the 21st century.

Learning Activities

Lecture; video/slide presentations; visits; seminars; tutorials; student presentations.

References

Course Material Book
Author Britt, D. (ed.)
Publishing Year 2008 
Title Impressionism to Post-Modernism
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Thames & Hudson
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
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Publishing Year 1985 
Title The Waste Land: Masterstudies
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Penguin
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Eagleton, T.
Publishing Year 1970 
Title Exiles and Emigres: Studies in Modern Literature
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Chatto & Windus
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
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Publishing Year 2000 
Title Pollock and After: The Critical Debate
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Routledge
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Harrison, C.
Publishing Year 1997 
Title Modernism (Movements in Modern Art)
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Tate Publishing
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Hopkins, D.
Publishing Year 2000 
Title After Modern Art
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Oxford UP
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Hughes, R.
Publishing Year 2009 
Title The Shock of the New
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Thames and Hudson
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Livingstone, M.
Publishing Year 2000 
Title Pop Art: A Continuing History
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Thames and Hudson
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Showalter, E.
Publishing Year 2003 
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Title A Literature of Their Own: From Charlotte Bronte to Doris 
Lessing

Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Virago
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Wilson, E.
Publishing Year 1964 
Title Axel's Castle
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher Faber & Faber
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Woolf, V.
Publishing Year 1925 
Title Women and Writing
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher The Women's Press
ISBN
   AA
Course Material Book
Author Woolf, V.
Publishing Year 1979 
Title Women and Writing
Subtitle
Edition
Publisher The Women's Press
ISBN
   AA

Notes

In this module the history of modern art is used to explore the cultural and political 
history of the west from 1850 to the present. In the first part, we look at art 
movements including Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, Symbolism, Cubism, 
Expressionism, Fauvism and Futurism, through the impact of the First World War, 
Dada, Weimar art and Surrealism, to the clamp down on modernist art by Hitler and 
Stalin in the 1930s.  
In the second part students will look at a selection of literary texts in a context of the 
traumatic events that overshadowed the beginning of the twentieth century, exploring
the fragmentation of poetry, drama and prose, leading to a re-configuration of 
structure, tone and content in the arts, whose impact has lasted for the next fifty 
years.
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Finally, we shall look at the post-World War two context, focusing on art movements 
like Abstract Expressionism, Pop art, Conceptualism and Brit Art,  in the context of 
recent social and political history, including the Cold War, the 'Sixties', the rise of the 
New Right, the fall of Communism and the conflicts of the 21st century.


