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Learning 
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Study: 208

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 1

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 10.000
Off Site 10.000
Seminar 10.000
Tutorial 2.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 Written assignment of 2,000 
words

100.0 0.00

Aims

This module is designed to consider the range of meanings produced and contested 
by the 'Art Object' in the gallery. Using local examples it aims to:
outline key museological concepts and issues; 
examine them in the context of institutional practice; 
compare theoretical and practical models.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Understand a range of theoretical prespectives, concepts and issues concerning the
production, consumption and use of art objects within the gallery.

 2 Evaluate the role of institutions in the selection and presentation of modern art.
 3 Apply issues to practical models using local examples.
 4 Extend research and study skills.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 ESSAY 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

Outline Syllabus

Based upon field visits to local and national galleries the module examines the public
interface and the 'behind scenes' aspects of museology. Taking historical and 
contemporary examples the module typically covers:
Classification & Collecting: The History of the Universal Survey Museum
'The Temporary Exhibition'
'The Museum and its Metaphors'
'The Museum without Walls'
'The White Cube'
'The Politics of Space'-Exhibitions and Curatorial Practice
'Visual Literacy' Education Departments and audience
The Blockbuster Exhibition
Arts Festivals and Biennials
Arts Funding 

Learning Activities

Lectures, seminars and field visits are augmented by the expertise of museum 
professionals from arts organizations on Merseyside.
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Notes

An exploration of contemporary museological issues which includes examinations of 
the design of museums and curatorial and educational practice in a local context.


