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Aims

To provide students with an understanding of the range of approaches to the
empirical investigation of the reduction of drug related harm.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Explore the main methodological approaches used in investigating the reduction of
drug related harm;
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2 Critically appraise the use of these approaches in different contexts, and in
particular the complementary possibilities across professions and between countries

3 Be aware of the ethical considerations when conducting research in this field, in
particular work with potentially vulnerable individuals

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

report 1 2 3

Outline Syllabus

This module has been designed for those relatively new to the drugs filed or those
practitioners who wish to consolidate their experience with a recognized academic
gualification in the field of drug related research methodologies.

It will therefore address the main areas considered necessary for a practitioner to
develop skills, knowledge and understanding. These areas include assessing the
needs/skills and expertise of those involved in the field in as broad a perspective as
possible, focusing on key aspects such as multi-disciplinary working in the field of
harm reduction.

Learning Activities

Delivered to incorporate a range of practical teaching sessions, presentation/lecture
attendance and workshop participation.

Students will be actively involved in furthering their knowledge regarding the diversity
of the drug and alcohol field, and harm reduction services and in particular the
research techniques utilized in the development of treatment interventions and
service delivery.

Formal delivery using a variety of appropriate learning and teaching methods such

as verbal exposition, group work, individual work, discussion/debate, presentation,
observation, question and answer and brainstorming
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Notes

This module will provide students with a recognized academic qualification, which
will demonstrate intermediate [equivalent to level two undergraduate] levels of skill,
knowledge and understanding relating to the requirements of a professional
researcher working within the drugs and alcohol field. These will involve considering
learners' needs, planning based both on these needs and the assessment
requirements, delivering learning, assessing achievement, evaluating practice and
reflecting on their role and subject development.
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