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Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 Summative report (1000 words) 
of learning in relation to mental 
health nursing care and the 
older adult, using their 
professional portfolio as a basis 
for reflecting on their role in 
provision of care for the older 
adult

40.0 0.00

 Essay AS2 Evaluative overview (2000 
words) of the evidence base for 
the biopsychosocial theories 
underpinning therapeutic 
strategies provided for the older 

60.0 0.00
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Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

client and their carers

Aims

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of biopsychosocial theories 
underpinning mental health nursing practice as it relates to the older adult.
2. Provide an evidence based rationale for the collaborative care delivered to a 
selected client's group and/or their significant others.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Discuss the relevance of demographic trends, socio-cultural, economic and political 
issues to the development and provision of collaborative services for the older adult 
and significant others.

 2 Evaluate the relevance of biopsychosocial and cultural influences on the 
development of mental health problems and disorders in the older adult.

 3 Identify and discuss the mental health problems which may be experienced by the 
older adult and their actual/potential effects on their carers (formal and informal).

 4 Evaluate the evidence base for current collaborative practice bases for the nursing 
care and the provision of physical and psychosocial treatments/therapies for the 
older adult and their significant others.

 5 Utilise an evidence base to reflect on their collaborative involvement in the provision
fo care and treatment for a selected client group and/or their significant others.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Essay 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

 Essay 1
  

2
  

4
  

5
  

        
Outline Syllabus

Overview of biopsychosocial theories, demographic trends and political, economic 
influences on the development, care and treatment of mental health problems and 
mental disorders in the older client group.  The effects of mental disorders on the 
older adult and their carers (formal and informal).  Roles and responsibilities of 
nurses and members of the multidisciplinary and inter-agency teams in relation to 
collaborative practice and effective care coordination for the older client 
group.Carers Act, National Service Frameworks for Older People, Relevant current 
policies and legislation 
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Learning Activities

Lectures.  Directed work and enquiry strategies.  Seminars and individual tutorials.  
Self-directed study.  Student participation in a variety of negotiated and 
directed/supervised learning activities to enable them to develop their portfolio of 
evidence in relation to collaborative care provision for a selected group of clients 
and/or their carers.  Formative assessment will involve an on-going and reflective 
review of their portfolio of evidence and group supervision activities to enable them 
to identify current achievements and future learning needs for successful completion 
of the module and successful participation in future modules.
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Notes

The module facilitates the students' further development of knowledge and 
understanding of the relevance of nursing and allied sciences' theories as they relate
to collaborative care provision for the older adult and their significant others.  It also 
underpins the concurrent practice based module, to enable their achievement of 
professional competencies and academic outcomes in relation to their future 
collaborative practices as a mental health nurse.


