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Hours:
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Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Standard Year Long

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 22.000
Tutorial 10.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 coursework - 3000 word 
assignment - semester 1 week 
13

50.0 0.00

 Exam AS2 exam - 2 questions 50.0 2.00

Aims

To analyse the social construction and various definitions of crime.
To analyse the relationship between these definitions and the various sources of 
power within society.
To consider critically the crimes that can occur as a result of imbalances of power 
within society.
To analyse the ways in which the criminal justice process responds to different types
of crimes of the powerful.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Appreciate the social construction of crime, and critically evaluate the various 
definitions of crime put forward. 

 2 Understand why some crimes are regulated rather than prosecuted.
 3 Appreciate the various sources of power in society, and how they assist in the 

commission of detected and undetected crime. 
 4 Show critical awareness of the different kinds of wrongdoing that can be thought of 

as 'crimes of the powerful', including domestic, sexual and racial violence (individual
power), corporate and white-collar crime (power exercised by corporations and 
businesses), and state crime (occurring when states violate domestic or 
international laws).

 5 Show critical awareness of how 'crimes of the powerful' are regulated by the criminal
justice process, and how they might be more effectively regulated in future.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Coursework 1
  

2
  

3
  

 Exam 4
  

5
  

Outline Syllabus

Introduction: competing definitions of crime and power
Crime, unemployment and poverty
Corporate crime
Occupational crime
Organised crime
Racial crime
Domestic violence
Sexual violence
The police: culture, crime and miscarriages of justice
Terrorism and the 'war on terror'
Crimes of the state
Cybercrime

Learning Activities

22 lectures (22 hours): listening, note-taking, critical reflection
10 tutorials (10 hours): reading, discussion and presentation of material
Private study: reading, researching information sources (including electronic 
sources)
Assessment: researching, planning and writing the essay
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Notes

This module is designed to examine closely the social construction of crime.  It aims 
to provide a balance between theoretical perspectives and empirical, practical 
knowledge about the imbalances in society.  It also aims to examine critically the 
relationship between these power imbalances and crime (reported and unreported), 
as well as the criminal justice system's responses to different 'crimes of the 
powerful'. 


