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Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Report AS1 Coursework  - self report 
evaluation/essay

100.0 0.00

Aims

1.To introduce students to psychological approaches to the structure and 
measurement of intellectual ability.
2.To consider the major areas of controversy in the study of intelligence.
3.To examine the major psychological approaches to the study of personality 
assessment and structure.
4.To examine major psychological theories of the origins of personality differences.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Discuss and critically evaluate theoretical arguments about the nature of intelligence
and its measurement.

 2 Demonstrate understanding of the concept of personality and its measurement, 
comparing and evaluating the major psychological approaches to the study of 
personality differences.

 3 Demonstrate an awareness of the historic and conceptual issues related to the 
development of personality and intelligence theories

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 report 1
  

2
  

3
  

Outline Syllabus

Major models of intellectual ability. The measurement of general intelligence and 
emotional intelligence. Research and debate concerning the biological and 
environmental influences on intelligence. The social consequences of IQ 
assessment. The meaning of 'personality'. Idiographic and nomothetic approaches to
the study of personality. Psychometric models of personality structure. Levels of 
description in the study of personality. Traits, types, dimensions and constructs. The 
evidence for biological and environmental influences on personality differences. 
Psychodynamic and social-interpersonal and humanistic models of personality.

Learning Activities

Attend lectures
Participate in Seminar activities
Complete directed reading and learning activities.
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Notes

This module examines the major psychological approaches to the study of individual 
differences in intellectual ability and personality. We shall look at psychologists' 
attempts to measure and determine the structure of intelligence and at theories and 
debates concerning the origins of intellectual differences. Similarly we shall examine 
and compare the major psychological approaches to the assessment, description 
and explanation of personality differences. Moreover, we shall trace the development
or personality and intelligence theories with reference to the various models that 
have emerged.


