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Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 Blackboard assessment - a 
series of questions relating to 
the antenatal and postnatal 
period in high risk care. This will 
focus on the role of the midwife 
and her recognition of a 
deviation from the normal. This 
will assist the students in their 
care-load of three women.

50.0 0.00

 Practice AS2 Practice - completion of 
competencies at required level.

50.0 0.00
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Aims

To enable the student to consolidate knowledge of normal childbirth. To develop the 
skills in the recognition, care and referal process during the antenatal and postnatal 
periods, and apply this knowledge in the holistic provision of woman centred care.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Identify a range of pathological processes that may complicate pregnancy and the 
puerperium.

 2 Critically analyse how research impacts on evidence based practice in relation to 
care of the woman with a condition that requires an intervention.

 3 Reflect on the possible consequences when complications arise during pregnancy 
or the postnatal period and consider the actions required by the midwife.

 4 Critically examine the concept of woman centred care, in the relation to provision of 
care.

 5 Participate in the assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation of care for a
woman who has required an intervention due to a complication of pregnancy or 
puerperium.

 6 Demonstrate strategies for multi-agency assessment, planning and evaluation of 
services to meet individual needs.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Essay 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

6
  

 Practice 1
  

5
  

6
  

         
Outline Syllabus

Multiple pregnancy, hypertensive states of pregnancy, hyperemesis gravidarum, 
infection - urinary and uterine, polyhydramnios / oligohydramnios, transplacental 
infection. Infertility / fertility. Diabetes, thyroid disorders, thromboembolic disorders, 
Rhesus Iso-immunisation, anaemia, haemorrhage. Effects of pregnancy on heart 
disease and respiratory illnesses. Effects of unsocial behaviour: smoking, alcohol 
and drug misuse. Sexual health: contraception, promotion of sexual health, sexually 
transmitted infections. Antenatal / puerperium: morbidity, mortality, assessment, 
planning, implementation and evaluation of care. The role of the midwife in the 
provision of woman centred care. Referal systems within care provision i.e. referal to
a member of the multi-professional team. Transfer home. Antenatal and Postnatal 
Guidelines.

Learning Activities
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The students are required to actively partake in their learning process. This will be 
achieved through interactive lectures, tutorials, group-work, discussion, directed 
study, private, study. The use of Blackboard in assessment will be developed to 
capture the new technology and to support the students throughout the module. The 
use of seminar presentations will assist the students in the development of their 
communication skills in clinical practice.
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Notes

Students will consolidate knowledge of normal antenatal and postnatal care of the 
woman. Develop skills in recognising deviations from the normal and initiate 
appropriate actions when interventions are required during the antenatal and 
postnatal periods. 
In order to be successful students must pass both the theoretical and practice 
elements of the module.


