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Aims

To prepare students for the dissertation and work based project modules at Level 3
of the BA Criminal Justice single and joint honours courses.
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To introduce the key epistemological and methodological issues that impact upon
research into crime and criminal justice.

To introduce the particular research theories and methods which researchers use to
study crime and criminal justice.

To explain the politics and practice of crime and criminal justice research.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Recognise and evaluate the relative strengths and weaknesses of various
theoretical perspectives on research into crime and criminal justice.

2 Understand how to plan and construct a literature review as part of the preparation
for research.

3 Show awareness of the reality and politics of research into crime and criminal
justice.

4 Relate theory to issues and problems which could be faced while doing research in
practice.

5 Recognise the substance, strengths and weaknesses of quantitative and qualitative

research techniques, when used individually and in combination with others.
Show awareness of basic techniques of quantitative and qualitative data analysis.
Construct a viable, robust and well-planned research design and methodology,
applying data and techniques learned to a personal area of specialist study.
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Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Literature Review 1 2 3 4 5
SPSS Report 5 6
Research Proposal 1 3 4 5 7

Outline Syllabus

Introduction: What is social research?

The Politics of Criminal Justice research

Ethical issues in Criminal Justice research

Producing a Literature Review for your Research

Sources of Criminal Justice Research Information

Designing Research Questions for Quantitative Research

Conducting Quantitative Research - Challenges, Dilemmas and Lessons from the
Field

SPSS Session 1 - Designing Databases and Getting to Grips with SPSS
SPSS Session 2 - Using SPSS to Analyse Quantitative Data

Reflections on the use of Quantitative Research Methods in Criminal Justice
Research
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Qualitative Research - An Introduction

Qualitative Research Techniques - Interviews
The Importance of Coding in Qualitative Research
Qualitative Data Analysis: Principles and Practice
Qualitative Research Techniques - Ethnography
Reflections on Research Design

Ideas Exchange - Peer Review Session

Writing Research Proposals

Module Overview

Learning Activities

22 lectures: listening, note-taking, critical reflection
22 tutorials: reading, discussion around relevant material
Private study: reading, analysis of and research into information sources (including

electronic sources)

Assessment: researching, planning and writing the assignments
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Notes

This module aims to give students a comprehensive introduction to both the theory
and practice of research on crime and the criminal justice system. It will link theories
to the practical issues relating to doing these kinds of research, using case-studies to
illustrate the possible difficulties which student may face when doing research for
themselves (including political and ethical obstacles). It will also act as a guide to
the strengths and weaknesses of both quantitative and qualitative research methods
in the context of crime and criminal justice research. The assignments for this
module are designed to be as useful and practical as possible to students planning
and undertaking research for the first time.
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