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Academic
Level: FHEQ5

Credit 
Value: 12.00

Total 
Delivered 
Hours:

20.00

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

120
Private 
Study: 100

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 2

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 10.000
Workshop 10.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 2,500 word policy analysis 
informed by critical social policy 
theory.

100.0 0.00

Aims

1. To provide a critical analytic overview of the development of British social policy, 
to date, with specific reference to issues of gender, 'race', nation, class, age, 
disability, sexuality and relevant environmental concerns.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 
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 1 understand and distinguish between different theories, ideologies and discourses of 
social policy, both 'mainstream', critical & 'green';

 2 Demonstrate awareness of critical social policy perspectives (including 'green') with 
deeper knowledge of at least one of these;

 3 Be aware of critical responses to the impact of 'third way' discourses on social policy
provision;

 4 Reflect upon the twin themes of 'control' versus 'need' and 'universalism' versus 
'diversity' within social policy analysis and practice;

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Essay 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

Outline Syllabus

The development of 'mainstream social policy analysis and practice'. 
Critical perspectives which critique the mainstream based on such social divisions as
class, 'race', gender, 'disability', age, sexuality and their interconnections.  
The implications of the emerging development of 'green concerns' within the field of 
social policy.

Learning Activities

Lectures and workshops.
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Notes

This module provides a critical overview of social policy analysis and practice to 
date, with particular emphasis on the contemporary, and specific attention to the 
interconnected issues of class, gender, 'race', age, 'disability', sexuality and 
environmental concerns.


