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Delivered 
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58.00
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Hours:

240
Private 
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Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Standard Year Long

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 26.000
Online 10.000
Seminar 22.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Report AS1 Book review, 2000 words 50.0 0.00
 Essay AS2 Essay 50.0 0.00

Aims

1. To introduce students to a sociological approach to the study of intimate 
relationships and personal life.
2. To provide students with an understanding of theoretical developments and 
debates in the field of intimate and family relationships.
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3. To explore the relationships between issues of sexuality, consumption, emotions 
and other aspects of 'personal' lives.
4. To situate discussions of family, intimate and personal relationships in a cultural 
and historical context.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Describe and analyse empirical evidence on personal and family relationships.
 2 Understand and evaluate competing theoretical perspectives on intimacy.
 3 Demonstrate critical awareness of the range of methods used in researching 

personal life.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Book Review 2000 
words

1
  

 2,500 words 2
  

3
  

Outline Syllabus

Introduction to the sociology of personal life
Analysis of the sociological debate on contemporary intimate relationships  
Case studies of various forms of personal relationships, including: parent and child, 
heterosexual and same-sex    couples, marriage and civil partnership and friendship.
Evaluation of sociological research on intimate relationships
Guidance and formative feedback on assessments including structured assessment 
workshops

Learning Activities

Teaching will be a relevant combination of lectures and classroom group and 
individual activities, library and IT searches, formative feedback and assessment 
workshops.
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Notes

This module will explore sociological debates around family life and intimate 
relationships.  The lectures will assess the impact of wider social changes over the 
past half century on the level of individual lives and personal relationships. A wide 
range of contexts will be examined, including marriage, parent-child relationships, 
friendship and same-sex relationships. We will also explore the methodological 
challenges associated with studying personal relationships and students will be 
expected to engage with theoretical debates.


