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Total 
Delivered 
Hours:

22.00

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

120
Private 
Study: 98

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Runs Twice - S1 & S2

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 10.000
Seminar 10.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Exam AS1 Answer 2 questions. 100.0 2.00

Aims

1. To provide a critical introduction to key criminological debates around modern 
penal insitutions, nationally and internationally.
2. To analyse competing theoretical positions regarding the modern prison, how 
internal regimes within prisons operate to reproduce discourses and subject 
identities built around the social construction of masculinity and femininity.
3. To examine a range of key policy developments relating to the modern prison.
4. To critically consider future developments around the prison.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Appreciate the nature of the contemporary prison crisis.
 2 Evaluate the competing theoretical approaches concerning the relationship between

the contemporary prison and the question of penal order.
 3 Assess the relationship between social divisions and the modern prison.
 4 critically appreciate the relationship between legitimacy and the micro physics of 

power and order.
 5 Examine the future of control systems and the place of the prison within them, 

nationally and internationally.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 2 hr EXAM 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

Outline Syllabus

The crisis in the modern prison.
Prisons and order: macro approaches.
Prisons and order: micro approaches.
The social construction of masculinity and femininity and the prison.
Alternatives, abolition and the future of the prison.

Learning Activities

Note-taking, video and DVD watching and discussion, library work/research, 
preparation for the examination.
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Notes

This module is concerned with analysing some of the key criminological issues 
around contemporary prisons. The module is therefore concerned with how the 
institution contributes to the struggle to maintain social order and in the reproduction 
of social divisions particulary around social class, gender and 'race'. The issue of 
order will also be explored in more micro terms. Therefore the module is concerned 
with exploring issues around prison disturbances and the legitimacy of the institution.
The module concludes by critically considering the issues of reform and abolitionism.


