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Essay AS1 Literature Review 30.0
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Aims

To investigate the relationship of popular music to the production and negotiation of
gendered meanings and identities;

To pay close attention to the production, distribution, and reception of popular music;
To explore theories of race and ethnicity as relevant to the study of popular music.
To encourage students to engage with equal-opportunity discourses.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 1. Engage with a range of audio-visual and textual conventions in popular music,
through which sounds, images and words make meaning.

2 2. Historicise and critically reflect upon theories of gender, sexuality, race and
ethnicity within the field of popular music studies.

3 3. Utilise and apply a range of theoretical and practical approaches to the study of

either race/ethnicity or gender/sexuality in popular music.
Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Essay 1
Essay 2
Resarch Essay 3

Outline Syllabus

Musical Constructions and Ideologies of Gender in Popular Music; Musical Sound;
The Male Gaze; The Female Gaze; Gender in the Music Industry; Media Violence,
Impact and Crime; Queer Issues in Popular Music.

The historical construction of race and ethnicity; critiques of dominant critical
positions; textual representations within the field; critical connections between the
concepts in popular music; and wider application within constructions of cultural
identity.

Music ethnography.

Learning Activities

Lectures and seminars that historicise, critique and analyse theories and
representations of race and ethnicity. Specific case studies. Original research.
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Notes

This module historicises critical approaches to race/ ethnicity and gender/sexuality
within popular music studies. It will investigate the relationship of popular music to
the production and negotiation of gendered and ethnic meanings and identities,
paying close attention to the production, distribution, and reception of popular music.
As well as problematising some methodologies, it will apply contemporary theory to
textual manifestations of gender/sexuality and race/ethnicity. Links between these
concepts in music, and the wider implications for social and national identity, will also

be examined.
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