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Aims

1. To distinguish between the different types of drug use(rs) and their differential
treatment in the criminal justice system.

2. To explore the relationship between drugs, crime and the process of

criminalisation.
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3. To outline the theoretical explanations of different types of drug use and highlight
the complexity of drug policy and its competing influences

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically evaluate the ways in which different types of drug use are socially and
historically constructed.

Locate drug policy in its theoretical, social and political context

Critically analyse drug policy by identifying implications for policy, practice and the
nature of ‘justice’

2
3

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

In Class Test 1

2,500 Word Essay 2 3

Outline Syllabus

Examination of theory, policy and practice for problematic drug users including:
Historical context; overview of a range of contemporary drug interventions, practices
and their impacts, an analysis of policy influences, including the impacts of theory,
research evidence and politics respectively and the implications of these for the
nature of 'justice’.

Learning Activities

Attendance in lectures.

Attendance and participation in seminars and workshops.

Group work, note-taking, research / reading and active response to feedback.
Preparation for assessment.

Notes

This module will introduce students to a range of interventions aimed at reducing
drug use and equip them to understand the links between certain types of drug use,
crime and criminalisation. Students will learn about the variety of competing
influences on drug policy, from theory to research to evidence to politics and through
process this will develop the skills to critically evaluate criminal justice interventions
for drug users.
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