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Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Standard Year Long

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 40.000
Online 6.000
Tutorial 16.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration

Exam AS1 50.0 2.00

Essay AS2 50.0

Aims

1. Critically examine theories of punishment in society and the relationship between
homelessness, prisons and punishment more generally;

2. Critically analyse competing theoretical positions regarding homelessness and
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prisons and how they reproduce discourses and construct identities around
masculinity and femininity;

3. Locate a range of key policy developments and debates relating to homelessness,
punishment and the prison.
Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Examine the impact of penal and other institutions with respect the policing of wider
social divisions;

2 Evaluate the competing theoretical and policy debates around the relationship of
prisons and punishment;

3 Problematise theoretical debates surrounding prisons, homelessness and poverty.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

2hr EXAM 1 2

2,000 WORD ESSAY 2 3

Outline Syllabus

Historical and contemporary perspectives on the role of the prison and the policing of
social divisions; the modern prison and the political economy of punishment; gender,
'race’ marginalisation and the prison; the normalisation of the poor and the deviant;
the changing contours of state power; a case study of the political economy of
punishment in Liverpool; the revolving door between homelessness and
imprisonment; modes of housing governance and punishment; housing the poor in
prison and semi-penal institutions; integrating homeless offenders from the prison to
the community; back door sentencing amongst homeless ex-offenders.

Learning Activities
The module is taught through an interactive lecture and workshop which will involve:

note-taking, video and DVD-watching, group discussion, library work/research and
preparation for the examination and essay.
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Title Punishing the Poor

Subtitle

Edition

Publisher Durham: Duke University Press
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Course Material Book
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Publishing Year | 2007

Title

Prisoner Resettlement

Subtitle

Edition

Publisher Willan
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Author Welch, M.
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Subtitle

Edition
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ISBN
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Edition

Publisher

NY: Cornell University Press

ISBN

Notes

This module will introduce students to a range of key debates and issues with
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specific reference to the question of the modern prison and its relationship to social
marginalisation through focussing on one particular group: the homeless. It will
introduce students to a range of different theoretical perspectives regarding the
modern prison and its relationship to the policing of social divisions in general and
the poor in particular. It will then focus on the question of homelessness and will
critically analyse a range of policies that have been developed via resettlement
practices and relate these back to the theoretical perspectives that were addressed
earlier in the module. In that sense, students will be critically evaluating the
relationship between theory, policy and practice in a key area of contemporary social

policy.
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