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Aims

To develop the ability to critically analyse texts in close detalil.
To examine a range of Shakespeare's plays in the context of their original cultural

production.
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To examine critical and theatrical/filmic interpretations of Shakespeare's plays as
moments of cultural co-option.

To consider the ways in which the figure of Shakespeare has been deployed within
cultural, educational and ideological institutions from the Early Modern period to the
present day.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Generate ideas through the detailed textual analysis of selected texts;

2 Analyse and evaluate how different modes of theatrical/filmic production contribute
to the formation of meaning in Shakespeare's plays;

3 Exercise significant judgement in relation to the different cultural, social and political

conditions contributing to the production of meaning in the plays and/or in
Shakespeare as cultural artefact.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

1500 word critical 1
Analysis

3500 word essay 2
Presentation 3

Outline Syllabus

The nature of Shakespeare's theatre.

Case studies of particular plays focussing variously on (1) their relation to Early
Modern culture, politics and society; (2) the cooption of the plays in different cultural,
political and social contexts.

An exploration of 'Shakespeare' as cultural artefact; (3) the reconstruction of the
plays through different modes of theatrical/filmic production.

Learning Activities
Lectures.

Seminars.
Screenings.

On-line tutor support.
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Notes

This module focuses on a critical exploration of Shakespeare's plays in the context
both of the social, political and cultural conditions of their original production and
those of later moments of reproduction. It will explore how different stage conditions
and conventions produce different readings of the text; and how different readings of
the text are also produced by changing class, gender and racial discourses. It will
conclude with an examination of how 'Shakespeare' became himself a cultural

artefact and his continuing presence as such in modern culture.
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