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The aim of the module is to provide students with a general background in
theoretical and practical aspects of methods for identification of animals, plants, and
related groups. Students will gain knowledge on diversity and typical features of
some key taxonomic groups represented in the UK. Students will experience field
surveying of British species.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Correctly identify typical British plant and animal groups and species using
dichotomous keys.

2 Use survey methods that are most appropriate for specific taxonomic groups.

3 Identify key distinguishing features of specific taxonomic groups.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Survey Write-Up Animals 1 2

ID Practicals Plants 1 3

Outline Syllabus

Diversity, taxonomy and identification of vertebrate and invertebrate animals,
vascular plants, bryophytes, lichens and fungi. Identification of some key plant and
animal groups using keys. Surveying technics. Conservation of selected taxonomic
groups.

Learning Activities

The module will be delivered through a combination of lectures, practicals,
workshops, visits to museums, and fieldtrips to the UK sites.

Notes

This modules covers diversity, taxonomy and identification of vertebrate and
invertebrate animals, vascular plants, bryophytes, lichens and fungi.
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