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Academic
Level: FHEQ5

Credit 
Value: 24.00

Total 
Delivered 
Hours:

46.00

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

240
Private 
Study: 194

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Standard Year Long

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 11.000
Online 12.000
Seminar 22.000
Tutorial 1.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS2 Essay Project (3000 words) 60.0 0.00
 Presentation AS1 Group-based research project,  

presentation and participation 
1500 words

40.0 0.00

Aims

To familiarise students with central concerns and key texts from the period 1850-
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1900.
To introduce  students to both a range of different literary genres and types of non-
fiction writing
To encourage students to build upon their understanding of interactions between 
historical period, theme, textuality and authorship as first encountered in earlier level 
four modules.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Analyse and evaluate changes across a specific period and situate texts within the 
moment of their production

 2 Generate ideas in relation to a range of texts in terms of literary genres and their 
cultural significance;

 3 Accept responsibility for engaging  in group research of a specific debate or issue 
and presenting their findings

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 essay 1
  

2
  

 presentation 3
  

Outline Syllabus

1.	Introduction
2.	1850s voices: E. Barrett Browning; R. Browning; Mayhew
3.	1859: Darwin, Mill, Smiles
4.	Mary Braddon, Lady Audley's Secret
5.	Presentation
6.	Reading Week
7.	George Eliot, Middlemarch
8.	George Eliot, Middlemarch
9.	Robert Louis Stevenson, 'The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'
10.	1890s: Kipling poetry
11.	1890s: the short story and the New Woman,  Elaine Showalter (ed) Daughters of 
Decadence

Learning Activities

Lectures; seminars; workshops; optional field trip to Walker Art Gallery
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Notes

This module focuses on a key period in British literary and political history – 1850-
1900. Through the close  consideration of a wide range of source materials, students
will explore consider the interactions between cultural, political and wider historical 
developments.


