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Aims

1. To examine changing discourses about deviance, criminality, punishment, and
discipline and how these have been articulated within literary and non-literary

texts

2. To extend students' skills in online research and interpretation by analysing,
comparing, and considering the connections between a wide range of digital and
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archival primary sources

3. To introduce students to digital humanities research and dissemination by the
production of a public online collaborative blog, '‘Criminal Lives: An Online
Collaborative Research Project on Prison Voices', with student individual and co

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Exercise significant judgement in relation to debates concerning crime and
punishment, and relate these to careful analysis of a range of literary and non-
literary sources.

2 Accept responsibility for preparing and leading a student workshop by working
collaboratively to set up appropriate questions and seminar tasks and by facilitating
class discussion.

3 Generate ideas in relation to a research project, outlining the questions, sources,
and approaches which would be used to investigate a research question arising out
of issues and material explored on the module.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Blog Posts 1 2 3
Collaborative 1 2 3
Research

Outline Syllabus

. Introduction: Discipline and Punish

. Researching Criminal Lives: Issues, ethics, responsibility

. Web Design and Online Publication: Writing, editing and tagging posts

. Criminal Lives: Confessions from the Old Bailey Online

. Crime, Confession, and the Novel: Daniel Defoe, Moll Flanders (1822)

. Transportation and Kate Grenville, The Secret River (2005)

. Convict Narratives, Tattoos, and Love Tokens

. Prison Reform and the Modern Penitentiary: 'A Just Measure of Pain'?

. Low Life and Low Fiction: Jack Shepherd and the Artful Dodgers

10. Early Dickens: Victims and Villains, Oliver Twist (1837)

11. Street Crime, the Police and Prosecution in Liverpool: St George's Hall exhibition
project

12. Late Dickens: The Self in the Cell, Great Expectations (1861)

13. Prisoner Memoirs

14. Oscar Wilde, 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol' (1898) and De Profundis (1897)
15. Captivated Subjects: Sarah Waters, Affinity (1999)
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Learning Activities
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Workshops on the literature of imprisonment. Group research projects using online
resources on imprisonment, transportation, criminal broadsides, newspapers. Group
research project producing exhibition materials for St George's Hall (court museum).

Design and construction of online public blog 'Criminal Lives'.
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Notes

This research-based module explores a range of writings and voices on the subject
of crime and punishment in the 18th and 19th centuries. We will assess the
argument that this period saw a profound transformation in the organisation of
punishment and in the idea of the offender by tracing the changing experience and
representation of the convicted, and the significance of their voices. We will
investigate how the designation of crime and its punishment might be related to other
forms of social discipline and self-regulation and explore why narratives of criminality
and confinement, confession and detection have proved so compelling to readers
and writers of novels, popular literature, and sensational journalism.

The module is also designed to introduce you to the tools and language of digital
humanities research and dissemination. On the module you will participate in the
production of an online collaborative blog. You will practice the skills of blog design,
writing and tagging. Over the module you will undertake a mixture of individual and
group research towards the production of public posts. You will be responsible for
sharing research and proof-reading each others' work and for disseminating the
project research blog 'Criminal Lives' via social media, email etc.
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