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Aims
To introduce students to histories, practices and theories of reading.
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To situate the reading experience in a range of different contexts, drawing on a
range of resources, to develop critical understanding of the activity central to a
literature degree.

To develop a more reflective response to students' own reading habits, the teaching
of reading, and its cultural value.

To extend students' skills in research and interpretation by analysing, comparing,
and considering the connections between a wide range of primary sources

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Analyse developments in print culture and reading habits in a historical context and
evaluate their implications; engage with key debates in the history and theorisation
of reading;

2 Generate ideas contributing to a reflective report on their own reading experiences

3 Accept responsibility for planning and designing a research project outlining the

guestions, sources, and approaches which would be used to investigate a research
guestion arising out of issues and material explored on the module.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

1000 word research 1
report

1000 word research 2
blog

Research proposal 3
2000 words

Outline Syllabus

Week 1: Introduction - Reading the reader: Italo Calvino, If on a Winter's Night a
Traveller

Weeks 2-3: The history of reading: the impact of print culture, social changes in
reading habits and

audiences, issues of literacy, digital revolutions. Albert Manguel A History of
Reading; Robert Darnton; Jonathon Rose

Weeks 4: Real readers (1): analysis of accounts of a range of reading experiences:
RED

Weeks 5: The phenomenology of reading: William James; Iser; Jauss; Barthes;
Bourdieu; de Certeau;

Week 6: Real Readers (2): analysis of accounts of a range of reading experiences:
RED

Week 8: Learning to read: education and literacy

Week 9: Reading as consumption: reading and genre fiction

Week 10: Reading and rereading: R.L. Stevenson: essay: ‘A Gossip on a Novel of
Dumas's'’; excerpts from Calinescu, Rereading.
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Learning Activities

Keeping a Reading Diary/blog
Online searches of RED

Lectures

Seminars

References
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Notes

This module introduces students to histories, practices and theories of reading. It
situates the reading experience in a range of different contexts, drawing on a range
of resources, including recent online facilities such as the RED database, histories of
reading, theoretical debates — both recent and historical — about the phenomenology
of reading, to develop critical understanding of the activity central to a literature
degree.

It also aims to develop a more reflective response on students own reading habits,
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the teaching of reading, and its cultural value.
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