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Academic
Level: FHEQ5

Credit 
Value: 20

Total 
Delivered 
Hours:

36

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

200
Private 
Study: 164

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 1

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 6
Off Site 17
Online 2
Tutorial 11

Grading Basis: 40 %
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Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Portfolio AS1 Gobbet 1000 words 30 0
 Portfolio AS2 Portfolio 2500 words 70 0

Aims

1. To acquaint students with the diverse research skills of the historian, including 
how to navigate different archives and evaluate primary sources.
2. To introduce students to the role of the archives and different types of source 
material.
3. To equip students with the analytical skills necessary to discuss primary source 
material and relate their findings to a wider historical context.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Demonstrate a clear knowledge and comprehension of the important relationship 
between the archive and historian.

 2 Evaluate and analyze the different uses of history and archives.
 3 Apply the interpretative and analytical skills of a historian when evaluating primary 

source material.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Gobbet 1000 words 1 2 3

Portfolio 2500 words 1 2 3

Outline Syllabus

This module introduces students to the important role of archives and primary 
sources in the discipline of History. For the first half of the module students attend 
workshops to learn about primary sources, how to conduct research in the archives, 
different types of archives, and the role of the archivist. In the second half of the 
module students will get an actual 'archive experience' when they visit several 
archives, galleries, and museums to learn about their archive holdings. Students will 
have the opportunity to sift through and assess original documents, a process that is 
a rite of passage for every historian. They will learn how to identify different sources, 
evaluate their provenance, relevance, etc. and learn how to contextualize different 
types of primary source material.



Page 3 of 3

Learning Activities

Tutorials, Workshops.

Notes

In this module students will be trained how to locate, assess and interpret primary 
source material as they learn about archives.


