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Lecture 44.000
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Assessment Details
Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Presentation | AS1 4-minute arrangement for a 50.0

small instrumental jazz or funk
band (wind/brass and rhythm
section) with short commentary
(approx. 500 words)

Presentation AS2

4-minute pop/soul band 50.0
arrangement including vocals
(lead and backing) and strings
with short commentary (approx.
500 words)

Aims
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To develop knowledge and techniques for writing professional arrangements for

popular music and jazz applications.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Use appropriate techniques for arranging various brass and woodwind combinations

(with rhythm section) in a variety of styles.
Use various techniques for arranging strings in popular music.
Make use and take account of instrumental ranges and techniques.

Apply harmony and voicing in arrangements (appropriate to the style).
Apply dynamic, stylistic and textural contrast and structure to a portfolio of
arrangements.

OOk, WN

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

4 minute jazz 1 3 5 6
arrangement

4 minute pop/soul 2 3 4 5 6
arrangement

Outline Syllabus

Chord voicings: close, semi-open and open.

Using substitute chords in an arrangement.

Instrumental ranges and techniques.

Vocal ranges and techniques.

Writing rhythm section parts for different styles.

Contrapuntal style writing.

Structural considerations and dynamic and textural contrast.
Different instrumental/vocal combinations and different styles.

Learning Activities

Make use and take account of vocal ranges, techniques and combinations.

A series of lectures, some practical sessions and occasional progress tutorials for
individual formative feedback. It is intended that at least some of these should take

place in the Composition Room where students will have access to keyboar

ds and

music software to try out their ideas, and occasional access to a rehearsal room

would allow informal, student-led performance of arrangements.
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Notes

In this module students will learn the methods and techniques used by arrangers in
popular music and jazz. Arranging is a useful skill for many areas of the music
profession including music in film, TV and advertising, musical theatre, musical
directing and education. Their assessed coursework will form a portfolio that could

be used to help them get employment in these areas.

It is envisaged that there will be further opportunities for students' arrangements to
be played during practical sessions. Students will be expected to produce their work
using music notation software. There may be opportunities for seminars and
workshops from visiting lecturers.
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