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Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Presentation | AS1 One group presentation (15 30.0
mins plus support notes) on
women, sexuality and feminist
discourse in 18th/19th centuries.
(Week 6-8)
Exam AS2 Seen exam on literary 70.0 1.50
expressions of desire. (Week
13)
Aims

To introduce debates over the changing role of women in the 18th/19th centuries
and over nature of female sexuality.
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To introduce feminist and anti-feminist debates in a context of the French Revolution.
To explore approaches to expressing female desire in 18th & 19th century literature.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Consider debates over the changing role of women in the 18th & 19th centuries.

2 Discuss feminist and anti-feminist positions arising during the French Revolution.

3 Evaluate approaches to expressing female desire in fiction in the 18th & 19th
centuries, including the theorising and gendering of Gothic.

4 Interpret approaches to the theorising and pathologising of female sexuality in the
19th century.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Group presentation (15 1 2 3
mins)
EXAM 2 3 4

Outline Syllabus

Nature and gender — women in the 18th century: Domestication or the pursuit of
pleasure? Suppression of female sexuality by 1790s?
Theorising female sexuality and psychology: role of Romanticism, sensibility and
medical discourses.

Feminism and anti-feminism in the French Revolution — Olympe de Gouges/ Mary

Wollstonecraft/Hannah More. Fictions of Desire — Mary
Wollstonecraft; Ann Radcliffe; Jane Austen.

Theorising Gothic —Radcliffe: terror v. horror/ Gendering Gothic/ Gothic and
feminism.

Narratives of hysteria in 19th century —literature; hypnosis & depth psychology.

Learning Activities

Lectures, seminars, student presentations, tutorials, group discussions, video
presentations.
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Notes

This module looks at how the expression of female desire became a contested area
in the 18th and 19th centuries. The theory that women were cornered into the
domestic role of 'angel in the house', with a resulting loss of independence and
sexual freedom is examined, as are attempts by women to challenge some effects of
‘domestication’. Feminist (and anti-feminist) writing in the context of the French

Revolution is considered, as is the expression of female desire in the novel,

particular attention being paid to the possibilities presented by Gothic literature.

Finally we look at the way medical discourses sought to pathologise female

sexuality.
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