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Credit 
Value: 12.00
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Delivered 
Hours:

29.00

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

120
Private 
Study: 91

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Standard Year Long

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 14.000
Workshop 14.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay Lit Rev Research Methods Assignment 
2 Literature review

20.0 0.00
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Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Report EResAss Research Methods Assignment 
1 E resources & assessment

30.0 0.00

 Exam Exam Examination 50.0 1.00

Aims

To enable students to (i) understand how pharmacy and pharmaceutical science 
research is carried out, (ii) appraise research critically and (iii) be able to plan the 
execution and analysis of research.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Describe and understand the strengths and weaknesses of different types of  
research 

 2 Locate and critically evaluate appropriate scientific literature
 3 Design a protocol for a research project
 4 Design a clear and interpretable questionnaire
 5 Design a statistical analysis plan 
 6 Make judgements concerning research ethics and understand the processes of  

research governance and ethical approval 
 7 Communicate research material verbally and in writing

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Literature review 2
  

3
  

4
  

 E resources use & 
Assessment

7
  

 Examination 1
  

5
  

6
  

          
Outline Syllabus

Philosophical basis of scientific discovery.  Planned experiments, surveys, qualitative
research, clinical trials and epidemiology. Literature searching and evaluation. 
Protocol design, including time management. Questionnaire design.  Statistical 
analysis plans and statistical packages.  Research ethics and governance.  Writing 
scientific papers, creating posters and oral communication of research outcomes.

Learning Activities

Lectures, tutorials, seminars and workshops.  Practical development of literature 
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searching and review skills. Development of a plan for a research project including 
time management. 
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Notes

The module is generic and prepares students for any type of research project in level
M. 


