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Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Essay AS1 Seminar paper either on a genre 20.0
of children's literature, or on
children's responses to literature
(500 words).
Essay AS2 Original story/play/poem 40.0
collection aimed at children, to
be presented with a folder of
notes and drafts plus a self-
evaluative commentary
discussing aims and audience
(2000 - 3000 words).
Report AS3 Critical Analysis of a text chosen 40.0
from a prescribed list (2000 -
3000 words).
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Aims

To introduce some of the wealth of stories and verse produced for children over the
last 200 years.

To analyse the linguistic and ideological structures of children's literature.

To examine ways in which children experience and respond to storytelling and
rhyme.

To relate children’s literature to linguistic and educational theory and to the personal,
linguistic, imaginative, social and educational development of children.

To produce literary texts for children.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Analyse some of the linguistic and ideological structures of children's literature, with
reference to major developments in the genre.

2 Examine ways in which children experience and respond to storytelling and rhyme.

3 Relate children's literature to linguistic and educational theory and to the linguistic,
imaginative, and cultural developments of children.

4 Produce literary texts for children.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Essay 2 3
Essay 4
Report 1 2 3

Outline Syllabus

Starting from reflections on students' own memories of childhood reading, the
module will survey developments in children's literature from traditional folk and fairy
tales through the 'classic’ age of 19th and 20th century children's books, before
studying modern and contemporary writers such as Tolkien, Blyton, Roald Dahl and
JK Rowling. It will examine the ideological and social messages transmitted by this
material, as well as considering the ways in which children experience these texts
and how that experience impinges on their personal development. Modern media
such as film and video will also be considered. The material will be related to some
relevant literary, educational and psychological theory and the module will consider
some of the roles which literature may have in the linguistic, imaginative, and social
development of children, and within the education process.

Students will produce a piece of writing for children for a coursework assessment,
and will produce theoretical and critical writing for a seminar presentation.
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Learning Activities

Lectures, seminars, tutorials, private study; and where posiible and appropriate,

fieldwork.
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Notes

Although primarily intended as a module within the English BA programme, it is
envisaged that this course may also attract part-time students who may for instance
be parents, carers, or schoolteachers, or anybody else with a general interest in

children's literature specifically or in children's development generally.
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