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Aims

To understand and critically appraise the differences between friendship groups,
peer influence and gang formation and their impact on positive and negative

transitions for young people.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically analyse the functions of friendship and association as critical factors in
social and emotional development for young people.

2 Evaluate the impact of rapid social change on young people’s socialisation
processes and transitions.

3 Critically discuss the structure, membership and group dynamics of friendship
groups and gangs in relation to the lived experience of young people.

4 Descuss the principles and practice of working with young people’s friendship

groups, cliques and gangs.
Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

group presentation 1 3 4

essay 1 2 4

Outline Syllabus

Social and Emotional Development; Functions of fiendship groups; Types of
friendship groups and patterns of association for young people;Effects of rapid social
change on social and emotional needs of young people;Friendship group - gang
continuum; Features of gang behaviour: risk and resilience;methods of studying
group and gang structures- sociometry; Practice issues.

Learning Activities

The module will start with lectures to introduce the themes of the module. Students
will undertake some observation exercises of friendship groups on
placement.Visiting lecturers e.g YOT workers, detached youth workers will provide
inputs for contexts to the work.Students will have opportunities to develop
understanding through case studies, socio- drama and role- play.
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Notes

This module will enable students to understand and critically appraise the differences
between friedship groups, peer influence and gang formation. The impact of these
effects both positive and negative will be explored through the lived experiences of

young people
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