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Credit 
Value: 12.00
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Delivered 
Hours:

22.00

Total 
Learning 
Hours:

120
Private 
Study: 98

Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Runs Twice - S1 & S2

Component Contact Hours
Seminar 22.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Presentation AS3 Class based activities 20.0 0.00
 Presentation AS1 Verbal paper of 10 minutes 20.0 0.00
 Essay AS2 Written paper of 2,400 words 60.0 0.00

Aims

1. To gain an overview of the frameworks which constitute children and youth policy 
and govern practice.
2. To be able to contribute knowledgeably to contemporary debates about children 
and youth policy and practice.

Learning Outcomes
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After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Outline the international framework of Human Rights and the major UK legislation, 
policy and institutions relevant to children and youth.

 2 Critically evaluate the major models of children and youth policy and practice.
 3 Undertake international comparisons in children and youth policy and practice.
 4 Analyse the conflicts between the competing interests influencing children and youth

policy and practice.
 5 Critically evaluate a broad range of children and youth policies and practices and 

design proposals for reform.
 6 Critically evaluate a range of children and youth policies and practices and design 

proposals for reform.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Class based activities 1
  

2
  

3
  

4
  

5
  

6
  

 Verbal paper of 10 
minutes

3
  

4
  

5
  

6
  

 Written paper of 2,400 
words

3
  

4
  

5
  

6
  

Outline Syllabus

The International Human Rights framework and the Rights of the Child.
The major Discourses and Institutions affecting children and youth.
The structure of British Law and Public Policy relating to Children and Youth.
International Comparisons.
Families, Fostering, Adoption and Children's Homes.
Lawbreaking against Children and Youth.
Lawbreaking by Children and Youth.
Miscarriages of Justice in Child Protection.
Reforming the Frameworks affecting Children and Youth.

Learning Activities

Interactive and non-interactive seminars, facilitated discussions, student 
presentations, evaluation of policies and practices, designing proposals for reform, 
debate, games, video, handouts, critical appraisal of documents, background 
reading, directed learning and case studies, practical exercises and revision 
sessions.
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Notes

This is a level three module in the Criminology and Sociology programmes.  The 
module focuses on outlining and critiquing the major legal, policy and institutional 
structures affecting children and youth.  The particular emphasis in this module is on 
the frameworks which govern policy and practice.

The module concentrates on criminological and sociological analysis, but draws 
upon multidisciplinary researach relevant to the well-being of children and youth. The
various debates which arise in the field are considered. Issues such as child abuse, 
juvenile lawbreaking and miscarriages of justice are raised in a context which asks 
students to critically evaluate policy and practice.

The module concentrates on criminological and sociological analysis, but draws 
upon multidisciplinary research relevant to the well-being of children and youth.  The 
various debates which arise in the field are considered.  Issues such as child abuse, 
juvenile lawbreaking and miscarriages of justice are raised in a context which asks 
students to critically evaluate policy and practice.


