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Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Essay AS1 20.0
Report AS3 50.0
Presentation | AS2 30.0
Aims

« Critically investigate the principles of ecotourism in the context of other tourism

types;

« explore various types of and growth of ecotourism activity and its impact upon local
economy, society and environment; and,

« critically analyse ecotourism as a model for sustainable development
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically discuss the philosophy supporting the concept of ecotourism;
2 Critically assess the social, cultural and environmental impact of ecotourism activity;
3 Articulately present and evaluate the impact of eco tourism initiatives with reference

to specific case studies
Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

ESSAY 1 2 3
REPORT 2 3
PRESENTATION 3

Outline Syllabus

The nature of tourism and the concept of sustainability. The environmental impact of
tourism & hospitality. Sustainable tourism as a philosophy. Is ecotourism
sustainable tourism ? The development of sustainable tourism and hospitality.
Sustainable tourism: policy, planning and regulation. Sustainable tourism and local
communities. Conservation and ecotourism. Economics, marketing and
management. Can tourism ever be sustainable

Learning Activities
Lectures

Seminars
Student led conference presentatio
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Notes

Ecotourism has been hailed as a panacea: a way to fund conservation and scientific
research, protect fragile and pristine ecosystems, benefit rural communities, promote
development in poor countries, enhance sociological and cultural sensitivity, instil
environmental awareness and a social conscience in the travel industry, satisfy and
educate the discriminating tourist, and, some claim, build world peace. Ecotourism
is a concept that has value, and realising that value is best achieved by constructive
thinking and debate, but most of all by learning from practical application of the ideas
contained within the concept.
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