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Assessment Details

Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration

Essay AS1 2,500 Word Essay 50.0

Exam AS2 2.5 hr exam 50.0 2.50

Aims

1. To critically examine the differences between social groups and social problems,
exploring their differential treatment within the criminal justice system.

2. Explore theoretical explanations which argue that social problems are socially
constructed, defined and normalised according to the political and socio-economic
milieu.
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3. To critically explore the relationship between different social problems and the
process of criminalisation vis a vis crime legislation, policy, practice and discourse.

4. To highlight the complexity of competing influences on criminal justice policy.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically explore the relationship between social problems and 'crime’.

2 Problematise theoretical, political and policy constructions of social problems.

3 Critigue key policy documents, theoretical explanations and research findings
relating to social problems and criminal justice interventions

4 Apply theoretical explanations of social problems to policy and practice by locating
criminal justice policy in its theoretical, political and socio-economic context.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

2,500 Word Essay 1 2

2.5 hr exam 3 4

Outline Syllabus

Theory, criminal justice policy and practice relating to social problems

Political nature of research and policy

The construction of social problems and the impact of this on the process of
criminalisation

Current legislation and debates around the causation and appropriate interventions
for social problems

Learning Activities
Attendance in lectures. Attendance and participation in seminars. Use of Blackboard

and participation in online discussions. Group work, note-taking, research / reading
and active response to feedback. Preparation for assessment.
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Notes

This module will introduce students to different types of social problems and enable
them to problematise their social, legal and political construction as 'criminality’.
Students will be given the option of selecting from a range of social problems to
study, depending on current staff expertise. Theoretical explanations for social
problems will be explored in the context of the types of policy and practice they
produce and the overall contribution this makes in the process of criminalisation.
Students will learn about the nature of criminal justice and other interventions for

those experiencing social problems and will explore the range of competing
influences on social and criminal justice policy; from research to politics.
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