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Aims

1. To critically examine the historical development of the trade union and labour
movement on Merseyside from the mid-nineteenth century to the late twentieth

century.

2. To situate this development within its wider national/international context.
3. To critically analyse this development in the context of key historiographical
debates within the field of labour history.
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically analyse the historical development of trade unions and the labour
movement on Merseyside.

2 Evaluate the development of the trade union and labour movement on Merseyside
within a national and international framework.

3 Display a sound understanding of key concepts and theories within the field of

labour history, and be able to apply them appropriately to a local study.
Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Essay, 2000 Words 3

Exam 1 2

Outline Syllabus

The development of trade unions and the Labour Party in Britain c. 1850-1914
Key concepts and debates: Webbian foundations and the New labour History
The Merseyside working class and trade unions 1850-1914: Case studies

The development of the Labour Party in Liverpool and Merseyside before 1914
The impact of two World Wars and the Great Depression 1914-45

Welfare state and trade union consolidation: "You've never had it so good'? 1945-
1979

Merseyside in Crisis: Thatcherism, de-industrialisation and political and industrial
conflict, 1979-98

Learning Activities

This module uses a combination of lectures, seminars and workshops.
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Notes

This module aims to give students a thorough grounding in the field of

nineteenth/twentieth-century labour history through the study of the development of

the labour and trade union movement on Merseyside.
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