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Aims
1. To develop student engagement with critical sex/gender questions in relation to violent 
interpersonal crime. 2. To engage in and explore Foucauldian discourse analysis and regimes 
of power, truth and knowledge via critical examples of discursive practice.3. To critically 
analyse legal responses to violence against women.

After completing the module the student should be able to:

Learning Outcomes

Code Number Description

MLO1 1 Articulate a systematic understanding of the discursive production of knowledge about sex, 
violence and crime.

MLO2 2 Explain and apply critical discourse analysis to a broad range of contexts relating to violence 
against women

MLO3 3 Demonstrate a critical understanding of legal responses to violence against women and critically 
evaluate the strengths and limitations of law reform as a strategy against interpersonal violence.

Module Content

Outline Syllabus
The syllabus is constructed around the research expertise of the module teaching team and 
may include as indicative topics:The discursive construction of sexed violenceCompeting 
narratives of theorising sexed violenceTrial by Gender – Media discoursesTrial by Gender – 
Expert KnowledgesLaw Reform as Feminist StrategyRape and Rape Law ReformNarrating 
Violence – The Provocation DefenceNarrating Violence – Cultural DefencesChild Sexual 
Abuse

Module Overview
In this module you will explore and analyse various approaches to representations of, and 
responses to, sexed violence. We question the multiple meanings of 'sex', 'gender', 'violence' 
and numerous other conceptualisations in order to disrupt popular or common sense 
understandings of sexed crimes. By examining the role played by culture, ethnicity and 
sexuality in legal translations of various forms of violence against women, the module raises 
questions about the violence of law, especially its androcentrism, ethnocentrism and 
heterosexism.

Additional Information
This module explores and analyses various approaches to, representations of and responses 
to sexed violence. We question the multiple meanings of ‘sex’, ‘gender’, ‘violence’ and 
numerous other conceptualisations in order to disrupt popular or common sense 
understandings of sexed crimes. By examining the role played by culture, ethnicity and 
sexuality in legal translations of various forms of violence against women, the module raises 
questions about the violence of law, especially its androcentrism, ethnocentrism and 
heterosexism

Assessments

Assignment Category Assessment Name Weight Exam/Test Length (hours) Module Learning 
Outcome Mapping

Centralised Exam Essay (2,500 words) 50 0 MLO1, MLO2

Centralised Exam Seen Exam 50 2 MLO3

Module Contacts

Module Leader
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Contact Name Applies to all offerings Offerings

Will Jackson Yes N/A

Partner Module Team
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