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Aims

To enable the students to understand and articulate different interpretations of the
US-UK relationship's nature and the longevity of that relationship, analysing how/why
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this has evolved over time

To enable students to appraise and debate key primary sources on US-UK relations.
To enable students to understand how various factors — secret intelligence, nuclear
weapons, Europe, etc — can be used to assess the terrain of the US-UK relationship.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Demonstrate knowledge of the history of the US-UK 'special relationship' through

appraisal of primary and secondary sources.

2 Critically comment on and discuss the US-UK relationship and how historical

developments have influenced the 21st century world

3 Articulate a nuanced understanding of the roles played by issues such as secret
intelligence, nuclear deterrence, the 'European question’, the global economy, and

SO on.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

10 minute verbal 1 2
presentation

2500 word research 1 2 3
essay

Outline Syllabus

Special"?: Defining the 'special relationship'

Neither Here Nor There?: The Early Cold War

In Bombs We Trust?: Isolation or interdependence?

In Spies We Trust: A Basis of the 'Special Relationship'?
Abandonment?: The Suez Crisis

In Bombs We Trust 11?: Kennedy and MacMillan

‘Non!': The European Dimension

Breakdown?: Wilson, Johnson, and Asia

Stagnation?: The 1970s

Resurgence?: The Iron Lady and the Great Communicator
A Very Special Relationship?: Bush and Blair

Learning Activities

Seminars and Workshops.

Notes

This course is informed by the latest developments in wider scholarship. It meets the
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requirements of research-led teaching, innovation in pedagogical practice, and
contemporary relevance.
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