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Aims and Outcomes

Aims
To provide students with knowledge and a critical understanding of the structure, sources and 
content of the law relating to medicine in England and Wales, and the fundamental legal and 
ethical doctrines and principles which underpin it.
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After completing the module the student should be able to:

Learning Outcomes

Code Number Description

MLO1 1 Identify and critically analyse the key legal and ethical issues in a very wide range of 
contemporary medical issues.

MLO2 2 Identify the impact of doctrinal, theological, policy and ethical issues upon medical law.

MLO3 3 Construct a critical argument supported by relevant and authoritative sources.

MLO4 4 Select key research issues and to identify relevant primary and secondary sources of information.

Module Content

Outline Syllabus
• Philosophical issues in medicine• Consent to treatmentConfidentialityTransplants and 
donations of human organs and human tissueMedically assisted 
reproductionAbortionSterilisation of the mentally incapacitatedThe ending of lifeSeparating 
conjoined twins: the ethical considerationsMorality, biotechnology and biomedical human 
researchMental HealthNegligence and medical malpracticeThe right to health in international 
law and human rights.Medically assisted reproduction

Module Overview

Additional Information
This Module seeks critically to review and analyse the application of universal ethical, legal 
and philosophical principles upon which healthcare decisions are made.

Assessments

Assignment Category Assessment Name Weight Exam/Test Length (hours) Module Learning 
Outcome Mapping

Essay 2500 words essay 50 0 MLO1, MLO2, 
MLO3, MLO4

Centralised Exam 2 Hour Unseen 
Examination

50 2 MLO1, MLO2, 
MLO3
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