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Description (%) Duration
Presentation | AS1 CW1: Seminar Discussion 30.0
Essay AS2 CW2: Essay (4000 words) 70.0
Aims

To examine geographical approaches to the study of health and environment,
focusing on the investigation of spatial variations in disease incidence, the
epidemiology of selected diseases and the links between environment and health.

Learning Outcomes
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After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically appraise the spatial variations in disease incidence.

2 Evaluate the contributions of research which impact upon our understanding of
specific diseases.

3 Explore the link between environmental factors and human health.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments
The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

Seminar Discussion 2 3

4000 Word Essay 1

Outline Syllabus

This module develops further some of the themes introduced in 'Contemporary
Issues in Health' (Level 1). It aims to increase the students understanding of spatial
variations in health and disease and how these may impact upon the overall
experience of health by the individual and/or whole populations. Some of the
methodological difficulties are considered. For example, there exist a massive
literature in environmental epidemiology concerning the links between air pollution
and human ill-health. The research evidence is overwhelmingly 'biomedical’ thus lay
beliefs are explored. The main emphasis of the module is on Britain and Western
Europe, though selected examples may be drawn from other parts of the world.

Learning Activities
Lectures, seminars, group work, video and student presentations.
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Notes

This module considers some of the fundamental concepts needed for a basic
understanding of 'health’ and 'geography'. It explores the interface between the two
and uses examples drawn from local, national and in addition international studies of
health experience and disease incidence. Students are encouraged to adapt a
critical approach to research evidence. Regular tutorials will provide opportunities for
informal formative assessment to support student learning and discuss their overall

progress.
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