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Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Standard Year Long

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 40.000
Seminar 10.000
Tutorial 10.000
Workshop 30.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Essay AS1 Essay - relating to substance 
misuse and society's response 
(3,000 words).

60.0 0.00

 Essay AS2 Essay - Case study: review and 
compile appropriate intervention 
strategy to a given case study 
(2,000 words).

40.0 0.00

Aims

The aim of this module is to identify, analyse and evaluate the issue relating to 
substance misuse and crime and formulate appropriate intervention strategies 
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across multi agency approaches.

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Critically evaluate of a range of theories and explanations of substance misuse.
 2 Formulate and justify a range of contemporary approaches and debates about 

working with substance misusers and critically review resources available in 
addressing substance misuse.

 3 Formulate an assessment and intervention strategy within the context of existing 
patterns of service delivery based on a case scenario.

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 Essay 1
  

2
  

 Case Study 3
  

Outline Syllabus

- Changing social perceptions / constructions of the links between substance misuse 
and crime
- Theoretical explanations of substance misuse and their contribution to 
contemporary debates
- The impact of alcohol and illegal drugs
- The drugs industry
- The development of awareness of substance use and misuse in society
- Services that are available to people who misuse substances and how to access 
them
- Theoretical approaches as employed by different services and the likely impact 
these have on the people who use them
- Policy and law in Britain in relation to substance use and misuse
- Concepts of risk and risk management in relation to substance use – what 
constitutes risk, how it is measured and how it can be managed

Learning Activities

Lectures, debates on current issues, research exercises, collective pooling, literature
reviews, and input by visiting professionals from statutory and non-statutory 
agencies.
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Notes

This module will explore the history, effects and risks of legal and illegal substances 
that are misused. It will develop a multi-perspective understanding of substance use 
and misuse both nationally and internationally by enabling students to apply 
sociological, historical, psychological and cultural perspectives to the study of this 
subject.  It will examine the complex relationships between substance misuse and 
crime, including legislation and policy relevant to varying substances and criminal 
activity associated with them.  The differing professional and organisational values 
and ethics that affect policy and law are addressed, as are the methods and 
philosophies regarding services available to those who misuse substances.
This module explores the history, effects and risks of legal and illegal substances 
that are misused. It examines the complex relationships between substance misuse 
and crime, including legislation and policy relevant to varying substances and 
criminal activity associated with them. International and national perspectives on 
substance misuse are addressed, as are the differing professional and 
organisational values and ethics that affect policy and law. Methods and 
philosophies regarding services available to those who misuse substances are also 
explored.
Learning outcome two is assessed twice in this module due to the wide ranging 
contemporary debates relating to societies response to substance misuse and the 
appropriate use of intervention strategies.


