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Component Contact Hours
Lecture 24.000
Seminar 18.000
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Grading Basis: 40 %
Assessment Details
Category Short Description Weighting Exam
Description (%) Duration
Exam AS2 One 'seen' examination. (week 70.0 1.50
14).
Presentation | AS1 One group presentation of 20 30.0
minutes, (weeks 10-12), using
media technology as required,
analysing some aspect of
comedy as political or cultural
commentary. Working journal
(1000 words) to support
individual commitment.
Aims

To introduce students to the anarchic qualities inherent in some types of comedy
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To examine how festival has been central to shaping cultural identity

To evaluate cultural theory as a means of exploring discourses of regeneration and
abnegation

To analyse arguments and issues relating to 'excess' in comedy

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to:

1 Critically discuss the foundation and implementation of the 'grotesque’ and 'classical’
body

2 Critically explain and evaluate the cultural significances of charivari and carnival

3 Demonstrate a high level of understanding of the revolutionary impact of satire and
black comedy on state and community

4 Critically discuss gender issues and the implications of 'incorrect' comedy

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

EXAM 1 2 3 4
Group presentation of 3
20 mins

Outline Syllabus

This module will explore ideas of festival, regeneration and abnegation in comic texts
from Chaucer, Boccaccio and Rabelais, to Twelfth Night, the Jacobeans and Swift,
to the anarchic television comedies of today.

Charivari and carnival: Chaucerian and Rabelaisian grotesques, Bakhtin's classical
and grotesques bodies

Regeneration and festival in Twelfth Night

Horrid Laughter: black comedy and the body in Jacobean drama: The White Deuvil,
The Changeling; Satire: Wycherley's The Country Wife and Swift's A Modest
Proposal

Comedy as Corrective: satire in Restoration drama (The Way of The World) and
‘Alternative Comedy'.

Learning Activities

Lectures, group discussion, screenings, research exercises
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Notes

This module will explore ideas of festival, regeneration and abnegation in comic texts
from Chaucer, Boccaccio and Rabelais, to Twelfth Night, the Jacobeans and Swift,
and to the anarchic television comedies of today. It will examine the implications of
the liberating and revolutionary effects that comedy and festival can have in society
and how these can impact on gender and sexuality.
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